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Denver-based artist Max Kauffman has been productive, despite the finger
numbing winter weather. In the last couple of months, he’s taken part in
the successful group show, West vs. Middle (worth leaving the heater for,
but be quick, it ends in February) and produced dreamy new watercolor ahd

gouache pieces for his solo show, Ghosts of Industry.
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August 7, 2008 | New Events | fﬁ by Jenn Porreca _p- STARRED |

| had the opportunity to get a sneak preview of Brett Amory’s new works at his studio a few months back, one of
which was twenty foot wide. Soft spoken, expansively talented and dedicated to his craft, Amory walked me through
his almost fifteen step process. Marked by an almost alarmingly soothing color palette, this San Francisco-based
artist has been toiling away on a series about ‘people waiting’. Whether waiting for the muni, or watching scooters
pass us by on the street, we can’t seem to get enough of art that lets us love the Bay Area that much more. Seeing
his pieces in person is what really brings it together, so if you're in San Francisco, and want to see our home town
pride in full effect, hit 111 Minna Gallery this coming Thursday night to see this amazing four person exhibit,
Common Descent. | interviewed Amory just days before his opening.

When was the last time you did a show of this size? Is there a theme or idea around this series of
paintings?

‘It is a group show with three other guys, but 111 Minna is a pretty big space, so | should be able to put up a good
amount of work. | just did a two-man show at Gescheidle Art Gallery in Chicago back in May, and | had sixteen

smaller passport portraits in that show. I will be showing paintings from the Waiting series. The series is about the

anticipation of the next moment and not being present’.

I had the opportunity to come see your studio a couple of months ago, and when I was there we were In late 80s and early 90s, the lllustrated Laser Ray and futuristic grids
talking a lot about your creative process. How would you describe your process? Do you start with aesthetic was a sensation, years before it began to diminish abruptly. But
sketching? just like every fashion, it became mainstream and mutated into portrait
'l usually start off taking pictures of people waiting for stuff, then I go through the pictures and start montaging backgrounds. A large amount of these pictures are documented on the
them together in Photoshop. After | come up with something I like, I'll do a really loose five-minute painting with a Laser Portraits websites. Réad more

really big brush. | take a picture of the painting and add the picture to the Photoshop file changing the original
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image. | repeat the process of going back and forth between the image and the painting until | have what | want or

until the image gets too confusing. The painting changes the image, the image changes the painting. It's a fun way WE'RE
, LISTENING
to work’.
TO. &+ =
I LOVE the color palette for your pieces for this show. Is there an inspiration that these come from? Ut 2

‘Thanks a lot. Colour is a weird thing for me. There are about three sets of paintings in the show each having a
separate palate. When | first started the series, | was using a lot negative space and white, the paintings were more
on the high key side. | used a lot of pastel colour for the subjects and the figures were a little washed out. | did
about five like that. For the second set of the series, the color was pretty neutral, almost monochromatic. Lots of
grays. The last five or so, the colour got pretty bright and saturated. My colour changes based on how | feel. I'll do
neutral paintings focusing more on value, then | get sick of the lack of colour and do some bright saturated

paintings’.

It goes without saying that Hip Hop has taken a few very low hits in the
past decade. Thanks to the likes of 50 Cent and company, it accounts for
around 40% of all music sold in America. It's a huge industry. So where
does that leave Hip Hop artists doing something a bit different? Lord T and
Eloise wear wacky outfits, make crazy music and bring a whole lot of fun
back into Hip Hop. What’s more, they’ve started a new genre called

‘Aristocrunk’. Watch out!
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Long before the franchise destroyed our fond childhood memories like Aunt

and Uncle Beru on Tatooine, many of us born in the 70s were proud to own

the many products associated with the Star Wars movies. R8ad more
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